
Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Thursday, February 3, 2022 (January Meeting)
7:00pm

1. Opening Prayer and Spiritual Reflection

Attendance - Meeting held via Zoom due to Covid restrictions.

Tomas Rochford, Aislinn Chapotelle, Brent Wiley, Jacki Weir, Evan MacLoed, Winston Britto,
Kieran Donais

b. Parish Mission Statement (Draft):

In obedience to Our Lord’s invitation, “Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, and
I will give you rest,” the mission of Sacred Heart Parish is to bring souls to Jesus Christ
through the light of the Gospel, the sacraments – most especially the Holy Eucharist – and
through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

c. Spiritual Reflection:
Feast of St. Blaise (Mark 6: 7-13)

2. Approval of Agenda - Motion by Brent, seconded by Winston, passed unanimously

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (November Meeting) - Motion by Evan, seconded by
Brent, passed unanimously

4. Correspondence - will be discussed in new business

5. Business arising from Previous Minutes - none

6. Pastor’s Report (Delayed?) - Father is not in attendance as he is away.

7. Finance Report - nothing to report at this time, the committee is still finalizing 2021 numbers

8. Old Business

a. Fr. Tomy had asked for ideas regarding promoting the Relic of St. John Paul II throughout the
Diocese. Two concrete steps in this direction have occurred:

i. Development and printing of St. JP2 prayer card.

The image of St. John Paul II chosen was created by an Albertan artist.  He sold us 150 prints
that we will be able to use as fundraiser items.  The card back has details about the Shrine
Chapel we will be building.  The middle on the left has a short biography of St. JP II and the



right side has a Prayer of St. John Paul II for Families. Assist Business Centre has quoted us
$147 for 500 and that is with a 25% discount that we did not request.  The purpose is to share
them throughout the Diocese.  There is a QR and website link on the back that will go to
information about the Shrine Chapel, the relic and option for online donation.

ii. Shared celebration of Feast of St. John Paul II on October 22nd at St. Mary’s Cathedral.

Tomas has been in contact with Father John of the Cathedral.  We have booked it for October
22, 2022 from 9am to 2pm.  Tomas is looking into the possibility of having the  Bishop celebrate
Holy Mass for our intentions and his secretary will get back to Tomas.  The Cathedral will require
that we supply our own ushers.

It is our hope to have a display in the Narthex about the Shrine Chapel to bring awareness of
where the Shrine will be.  We would like to have a donation box available, though it was not in
preliminary request for the Celebration.  Evan will take this request to the Fundraising
Committee to prepare a presentation.

A note for the 9-2pm veneration, we would be required to have private security on site (about
$27/hour).  Volunteers are not able to do this as it must be a registered company.  Default would
be that we would have to pay for it.  Tomas will ask Alejandro if the Diocese will cover it (if there
is a mass)

b. Review of Advent and Christmas activities:

i. Penitential services and adoration - unfortunately the weather was not good which impacted
attendance but it was still worthwhile to hold it.

ii. Parish rosary for Our Lady of Guadalupe - had the tilma and a statue on display and was well
attended

iii. Adult Faith Formation – Lectio: Prayer series and free gift of Prayer Primer book. - There
were about 10 couples participating.  We handed out 50 prayer books.  We had a good
response from this offering but unfortunately we ran out of books before the second Mass.

c. Parish Lenten Mission

i. Fr. Studden is again unable to join us due to work commitments . Currently looking for other
Mission speaker.  Tomas is currently speaking to Bishop Henry and Father Jonathan Gibson.

d. Parish Mass Statistics

I. The stats have been compiled but has only been shared with Parish Council and the Finance
Committee.  Thank you Winston and Jacki for collecting the numbers.  We would like to know



how many families we have lost from 2020.  Winston will count the numbers for March Saturday
Masses and Evan will count the Sunday Masses.

9. New Business

a. Need to add an extra Mass each week to accommodate confirmation/first communion
numbers?

A parishioner mentioned to Brent about concern that the Church was too full therefore the
question of should we have two Masses on Sundays.  This may change if the restrictions
change in the  next few weeks.  Also need to consider that it is difficult when Fr. Tomy is away
and we have another priest assisting with our Masses.

Motion - To continue with one Mass on Sunday for the month of February and revisit this
concern when Father returns.  Motion made by Brent, Second by Winston, passed unanimously.

b. Lent and Easter Activities/Planning

i. Mass times planned for Ash Wednesday and Holy Week. (Diocesan regulations in
Effect based on Memorandum that was distributed.)

Ash Wednesday - March 02, 2022 7:00pm - Will currently only schedule one, will monitor
restrictions as we get closer to the date.  It is unknown if Father will be in the school for the
students that day at this time.

Stations of the Cross - Fridays during Lent via Zoom.  Tomas will advertise and host.

Right of Election - one confirmed and one possible

Palm Sunday - held as in the past

Holy Thursday - one mass held at 7:00pm

Good Friday - Last year we had two gatherings one at 1:00pm and 3:00pm.  83 were in
attendance each time (which was the max).  Will currently plan on having the two times and if
restrictions change, then drop to only one.

Easter - Vigil Mass will be held at 8:00pm and Easter Sunday will be held at 9:00am and
11:00am. At this time we do not know if we will need to register as it will be based on restrictions
at the time.  Dates for Holy Week will be posted before Ash Wednesday.

ii. Lenten Penance service planned.



Penitential Service / Adoration - Father requested we recommend dates. Held at 7:00pm
First choice - Tuesday April 05, 2022
Second choice - Thursday March 31, 2022

iii. Lenten Mission - Tomas is in conversation with Bishop Henry and Father Jonathan Gibson.

c. Diocesan request for Mass attendance recording - we will ensure the numbers are recorded

i. February 12-18, May 14-20, August 13-19, November 12-18
ii. Easter: April 16-17, and Christmas: December 24-25

d. Liturgical Issues

i. Should we ask Father to always stand on the same side of the sanctuary to distribute
Holy Communion so that it is predictable, and families can select the side to sit on in
order to have less disruption?

Discussion resulted in understanding Father doesn’t want to have a sense of separation.
Suggest those that wish to receive from the Priest/ Deacon to adjust to the side they are on
during Communion.  Suggestion that maybe it be mentioned in EMC training that some people
prefer to receive from an ordained minister and that it should not be seen as rejection of
receiving from the EMC.

ii. Discuss exit procession with the Host. I think it would to preferable that Father always
recess with the Blessed Sacrament as opposed to the Deacon exiting to the side. What
does the council think?

Keiran mentioned he had asked Father about this and that Father explained it is a gray area as
it is really not a procession of the the Blessed Sacrament.  We could ask Father for a more
regular process of reposing Our Lord.  Keiran will ask Father about this.

e. Year Plan of Parish Events (faith, fellowship and service) should be developed.

It is suggested that we should have a Calendar of Events for the year that different groups in the
Parish could post their upcoming events on.  Brent will look into organizing this.

f. Stewardship Sunday - Encouragement of enhanced engagement of parishioners as we
prepare to move into a new church. Activating/re-activating key apostolates such as CWL, KofC,
SSVP, monthly youth nights, etc.

There are currently four people working at trying to set up a local Society of St Vincent de Paul
and they are looking for more volunteers.  We would like to encourage the growth of a youth
community as well as have individuals step up with the gifts they have to help ignite the parish.



i. Need for reinvigoration of the faith-life of the community beyond building/fundraising and
inspiration is needed to help people out of COVID malaise.

Would like to see a hospitality ministry start as Covid restrictions are relaxed.   We could do a
brief report on the state of our parish community and request that parishioners step forward and
share their gifts with our faith community.  Tomas will come up with a script to present to the
parish.  Deficits we currently have include chair set up, hospitality, youth group and St. Vincent
de Paul.

g. Adult Faith Formation offerings in the new year:  Tomas suggested these following topics

i. What Every Catholic Should Know About God (March-June)
1. Part I: Who Is God?
2. Part II: Evil, Suffering & God’s Love
ii. What Every Catholic Should Know About the Moral Life (September-December)
1. Part I: Living in the Truth and Love of Christ
2. Part II: Catholic Social Teaching – Bringing Christ to the World

10. Key Action Items and Next Meeting

a. Next Meeting: Thursday, February 24th

b. Key Action Items:

1. Tomas will submit the dates for Lent/ Easter to the secretary
2. Brent will create the first draft of the yearly calendar
3. Keiran will talk to Father about reposing of the Blessed Sacrament
4. Evan and Winston will do the upcoming Mass attendance counts
5. Tomas will plan for an AGM
6. Tomas will create a State of the Parish Address
7. Evan will speak to the Fundraising Committee about the Mass for JP II and

getting setting up a display with a donation box.

11. Closing prayer – Prayer for Our New Church

Prayer for Our New Church
O Father of Mercy and Divine Architect of Creation, thankful for Your abundant blessings and
inspired by Your Son’s counsel to ask anything of You in His Name, we humbly seek Your help
in building a new parish church that will be a fitting temple for Your praise and glory. May it
be a house of prayer; a refuge for the weary; a field hospital of penitence and forgiveness; a
school of faith and charity; and a worthy sanctuary for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and
Supper of the Lamb.
O Heavenly Father, bless us with generous hearts and ready hands, that by our humble
sacrifice



of time, talent and treasure, we may offer loving service to Our King. May we soon rejoice in
dedicating our new church to the praise and honour of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. We ask
this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.
O Mary Immaculate, dearest Mother of the Savior and Mother of the Church, we ask you to
raise our petitions to your Son. Together with Saint Joseph, your most chaste spouse, guide and
unite us in our efforts, that we may be consumed with zeal for the house of the Lord. Amen.


